HEKCFP Commemorative Brochure

Insert — March 2003

In the process of his globe-trotting exercises in the early ‘70’s to canvass on behalf of the
Hong Kong Medical Association for international recognition of our local medical association
as an independent professional organisation, Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee came into contact with many
people around the world, amongst whom were members of the top echelons of WONCA and
leaders of its member colleges/academics. To gather information on these “WONCA
Connections” in those early davs, Dr. Lee had to get in touch with three “generations” of
WONCA “Hon. Secs.” in the persons of Dr. David Game in Adelaide, Prof. Wesley Fabb in
Melbourne and Dr. Alfred Loh in Singapore. That was why by the time Dr. Lee had finished
documenting the College’s attendances at the 8th WONCA and 9th WONCA World
Conferences in 1978 and 1980 respectively, the transcripts were too late to be included for
publication in the main body of the Commemorative Brochure. However, since the records
are of general interest and serve to fill material gaps in the history of the College, thev are
herewith reproduced to be distributed as an “INSERT” for general information:-

8th WONCA World Conference in Montreux, Switzerland, in 1978

* The deep debt of gratitude that the Hong Kong College owed to the Roval Australian
College of General Practitioners for their support, assistance and advice in the process of
the establishment of our College could not be overstated, but it was the genuine friendship
to our members and the enlightened commitment to our College development of their
then President (in the “70’s), Dr. David Game, that we should be particularly thankful.
Incidentally, Dr. Game was a pioneer of General Practice,/ Family Medicine and one of
the founders of WONCA, and in the *70’s, its Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. Under Dr. Game’s
influence and encouragement, Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee was introduced to and become involved
with the “inner sanctum” of its controlling body — the WONCA Executives — even before
the “birth” of the College. As a matter of fact, one of the first decisions of the Hong Kong
College after its incorporation was to become a member of the world body, World
Organisation of National Colleges and Academies and Academic Associations of General
Practitioners/Family Physicians - WONCA, also known as “World Organisation of Family

Doctors”,

e Jtwas not surprising, therefore, that “1978” found the President of the young College,
Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee, and one of its Council Members, Dr. Emmanuel L.P. Chang, in
Montreux, Switzerland, to attend the 8th WONCA World Conference. It was most
unfortunate that the Hong Kong delegates had their first taste of a “WONCA World
Conference” when it was the most chaotic and disorganised meeting in WONCA’s history.
Whereas previous “WONCA World Conferences” were always held in countries with national
colleges who inevitably would host the conference, the meeting in Montreux was an
experiment by WONCA Executives to organise one in a “neutral” country without a national
college (in this case, Switzerland) with the help of an international conference organizer
under the supervision of the President of a member college — in this instance, the Chairman



of the Organising Committee was Dr. Stuart Carne, the President of the Royal College of
General Practitioners. The result was disastrous; but it did have its hilarious moment
when someone hit on the idea of featuring one of Switzerland’s “national treasures” by
bringing a life cow into the Banquet Hall where the Conference Dinner was being served.
The animal promptly emptied its bowels right in the center of the magnificent and stately
Ballroom. Fortunately, all these mishaps did not in any way damper the camaraderie
spirit of the international gathering, nor to any extent diminish the academic and
professional value of the wealth of scientific papers presented at the conference.

At the 8th WONCA World Conference held in 1978 in Montreux, Switzerland,
Dr. Ed. Kowalewski of the United States took over the WONCA Presidency from Dr. Don
Rice of Canada, and Dr. Arthur Hofimans of the Netherlands was elected WONCA President-
Elect. Dr. Don Rice of Canada became the WONCA Immediate Past-President.

9th WONCA World Conference in New Orleans, U.S.A., in 1980

Our President, Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee, and Council Members, Dr. Henry FK. Li and Dr. Natalis
Yuen, attended the 9th WONCA World Conference held in New Orleans, U.S.A. in 1980.
The Conference was hosted by the American Academy of Family Physicians and was held
in conjunction with the Annual Scientific Meeting of the American Academy. Even though
the number of WONCA delegates to New Orleans were under a thousand, the convergence
of some 6,000 members of the American Academy upon the meeting halls, seminar rooms,
discussion groups, poster sessions, etc., made the occassion quite an impressive one. One
minor episode at the conference was worth recording. Dr. Natalis Yuen recalled that after
attending a lecture on “Patient Compliance”, Dr. Henry F.K. Li said to him, “I never realised
‘Patient Compliance’ has such a large scope and involves so many aspects of patient
management”. This is one glaring example taken from a real-life incident over twenty
years ago involving one of our Founding Members to demonstrate how members today
could gain from attending similar meetings, especially international meetings.

During the 9th WONCA World Conference in New Orleans, U.S.A., in 1980,
Dr. Ed. Kowalewski of the United States handed the “reins of government” of WONCA
Presidency over to Dr. Arthur Hofmans of the Netherlands, who was installed as WONCA
President. At the same Conference, Dr. David Game of Australia was elected President-
Elect, and Dr. Peter C.Y. Lee of Hong Kong was elected WONCA “Independent Member-
at-large”, a member of WONCA Executives - the supreme governing body of WONCA.
The Immediate Past-President was Dr. Ed. Kowalewski.

At the same Conference, WONCA Council deliberated at length on the need to lengthen
the time-interval between World Conferences from the existing practice of holding it once
every two years. The concerns expressed were (1) the rapid increase in number of national
colleges applying to join WONCA; (2) too frequent world meetings tend to disrupt internal
activities of member colleges; and (3) WONCA Secretariat may need more time to prepare
for world meetings with increased memberships. After a lengthy debate, WONCA Council
decided that as from 1980, WONCA World Conferences would be held once every three
years.



