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academic achievements in medical education and research in general practice 
were recognized by his appointment as the first Professor of General Practice in 
the University of Glasgow. "The textbook of General Practice Medicine" was the 
first of its kind, which had been used as the standard text in the University of 
Hong Kong for many years. Professor Barber's innovation of the primary care 
team model had set the present-day standard of quality care. Professor Barber 
retired in 1993 after he had established a strong academic department and 
nurtured many professorial successors including Professor David Hannay, 
Stuart Murray, Frank Sullivan, Tim Usherwood and Jill Morrison. 
 
Professor Hamish Barber was a giant in academic general practice but he was a 
very gentle man in life. He made us all call him Hamish irrespective of our rank 
or experience. One always felt respected and encouraged in his company. Life 
was short for a man with so much wisdom, vision, kindness and energy; his art 
and our memory of him will last a long long time. 
 
 
Professor Cindy L K Lam 
Student of Professor Hamish Barber 
 

 


